
 
 

Thriving by Design Competition – Preannouncement 
 

 
 
The contest entry materials and registration will be available in starting February 1, 
2007.  Registration deadline is February 15, with submissions due April 16 and winners 
announced in May, 2007. 
 
The Thriving by Design competition  seeks answers to this question:  
 

After 150 years of statehood, knowing what we know now and the tools we 
have, combined with the ingenuity of our people, and facing the global 
pressures around us, how would you "design" Minnesota today to be 
economically, socially and environmentally sustainable, to carry on with our 
high quality of life well in the 21st century? 

 
Teams of people –professionals and non-professionals -- working across disciplines 
(such as landscape architecture, architecture, planning, economic development, health 
care) will submit their conceptual design ideas, addressing Minnesota comprehensively, 
at a community, region or statewide scale, and/or looking at specific systems, such as 
telecommunications, transportation, land use, health care, education, business, 
government, etc.   There will also be a youth track for students (grades 5-12). 
 
Entries will be judged by a panel of leaders in design, planning and education.  The top 
designs will be showcased at the 10th Annual Minnesota Rural Summit, May 10-11, 
2007 as well as in various media and venues.  Designs will also be incorporated into 
regional design charrettes planned for 2007/8.  If you are interested in receiving contest 
information and registering for the contest, contact info@minnesotaruralpartners.org or 
watch for entry materials at www.minnesotaruralpartners.org starting February 1, 2007. 
 
Organized by the Minnesota Design Team, the Univers ity of Minnesota Center for Rural Design, and 
Minnesota Rural Partners in partnership with the Mi nnesota Sesquicentennial Commission. 
 
Questions?  Contact Lori Lippert: lorilippert@comcast.net  or 651.646.3850. 
 
 

Get ready to form up interdisciplinary 
teams and submit your conceptual 

designs for the 2007 Thriving by 
Design competition, in preparation for 

Minnesota’s Sesquicentennial 
 and  

10th Annual Minnesota Rural Summit, 
May 10 & 11, 2007. 
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